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HAB Chairman: John Kirkman  

Email: john.kirkman60@btinternet.com  

Hello everyone and a Happy New Year to you all. Hopefully it 
wonõt be long before we are back on our bikes again and for a 

while, be able to get all the gloom and doom out of our mind.  

 

Work is already underway to organise the monthly ride -outs 
which start Sunday 18 March. I think Andrew Pratt is going to 
lead the first one. We are also busy planning  theory sessions and 

Observer training. All the details will be out soon so keep an eye 

on your mail.  

 

The March meeting on Monday 12th will be the AGM and a 
presentation by Dave Dobson to get you ready for the riding 
season. The AGM is an important annual event so please try and 
make it a good turnout. More details about the conduct of the 

AGM will be circulated by Mike in the next few weeks.  

 

 

 

This will be my last òFrom the Chairó as I am stepping down as 
Chairman at the AGM. I have now been Chairman for a total of 6 
years with a three year break in between and I believe it is time 
for someone with new ideas to take the group forward.  I really 
have enjoyed my time as Chairman and itõs not just the riding 
and training that I have enjoyed but it is the pleasure of your 

company that has made it truly enjoyable.  

 

I look forward to enjoying your company again during 2012.  

 

Be Safe and Enjoy 

 

John 

 

Congratulations  to Doug Masterton who has passed his 

Senior Observer test, well done Doug.  
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Harrogate Advanced Bikes 
Group No: 4246 

NOTICE of 2012 A.G.M.     
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by order of the Management Committee that the 9th Annual General Meeting of 

HARROGATE ADVANCED BIKES will be held at 7.00 pm on 

 

Monday 12 th  March 2012  

 

at 

Bilton lane,  

Harrogate. 

HG1 3DQ 

 

to enable the Trustees of the Group to present their Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended                    

31 December 2011 for approval by the Group Members and to conduct an election.  

 

Secretaryõs Name:    Mike Fourie    Date:  15 January 2012  

 

 Group Address: 33 Sunset Drive,  

  Ilkley.  

  LS29 8LS 
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Harrogate Parking Warning  

It appears that Harrogate Borough 
Council have declared war on 
motorbikes parking in pedestrian 
controlled zones, traffic wardens 
have been told to ticket any 
motorbike parked on a pavement 
and this has been confirmed by Paul 
Jones from HBC, he has also 
confirmed that this includes bicycle 

parking zones. 

 

He goes on to state that motorbikes are still allowed to park 

for free within Pay & Display and Disc parking zones.  

The fines are in force right now, please be careful, a big 
thanks to Adrian Wanless for passing this information to the 

group. 

 

Biker Jokes  

A tough looking group of bikers were riding along when they 
saw a pretty girl about to jump off a bridge so they stopped.  
 
The leader, a big burly man, gets off his bike and says, "What 
are you doing?", "I'm going to end it all," she says.  
 
While he did not want to appear insensitive, he didn't want to 
miss an opportunity and he asked, "Well, before you jump, 
why don't you give me a kiss?" 
 

So she wraps her arms around the big bloke's neck and gives im 
a long, deep, lingering kiss.  
 
After she's finished, the biker says, "Wow! That was the best 
kiss I have ever had. That's a real talent you are wasting. You 
could make someone very happy. Why are you committing 
suicide?" 
 

"My parents don't like me dressing up like a girl."  

 

For all our BMW Riders  

Q: How can you tell that a BMW rider and his passenger are 

having an affair? -  

A: Their jackets don't match  
 

Q: Why are BMWs some of the safest bikes on the road? 

A: You can't go fast enough to hurt yourself....  

 

Q: Why do BMW riders never ride faster than 50mph??? 

A: Any faster and they can't see where the parts fell off.  

 

Q: What is the most common accessory for BMWs? 

A: RAC Membership 

 

Q: How is a BMW like an old dog? 

A: If you leave them alone long enough, they'll both mark their 

territory  
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Satnav's in my view are one of the best gadgets available to riders and drivers alike, yes there are times when you wish to r ide in 
the direction of the sun or wherever you heart takes you, but there are also times when you wish to follow a certain route, t ake in 
the scenery and have the hassle of following directions or signs, lets also not forget that attempting to follow a map or dir ect ions 

whilst riding can be somewhat distracting.  

 

This is where a Satnav comes into its own, I would imagine that most of you will have one of two flavours TomTom or Garmin.  If 
you are a TomTom owner in particular you will understand the pain of trying to plan a route, Satnavs are designed to get you from 

A to B in the quickest most direct route, they couldnõt care less about a nice road with fast sweeping bends or fantastic scenery, 

therefore you have to give them some guidance if you want to travel along your favourite road.  

 

Trying to plan a route on TomTom is very laborious task indeed as TomTom donõt provide you with any software to be able to do 
this, Garmin give you MapSource which makes life a lot easier, but fear not TomTom users, I have been using a free piece of 
software called TYRE (you can download it from http://www.tyre.tk/  ) for a while now and itõs brilliant, unfortunately it is only 

available on PC, sorry MAC users. 

 

TYRE integrates with Google Maps (or Google Earth if you have that installed on your PC) and allows you to draw/define a rout e, 
save it so that you never lose it and then by magic load it directly onto you Satnav, it integrates fully with TomTom and Gar min, 
what's more you can email the map to a friend in one of many different formats, so you can save your route in a format suitab le 

for Garmin, TomTom, BMW, Google Earth and Navigon. 

 

Iõll attempt to guide you through creating a route using TYRE, its very easy to use so give it a try ! 

Newsletter Editor: Mike Prytherch  

Email: mike@prytherch.net  

http://www.tyre.tk/
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TYRE starts off with a screen which shows you your currently 

loaded 

route, you 

can see 

from the 

screen shot 

its listing 

the way 

points for 

my example 

route, the 

screen does 

look a little 

cluttered 

but if you 

place the mouse over any button and leave it there TYRE will 

give you a hint as to what the button does.   

 

The first button on the top row takes you into the route 

planning screen shown to the right, below this are the 3 

buttons which allow you to create a New Route, Save and Load 

a previously saved route.  

There are various other buttons for you to explore such as 

emailing the route, sending it to your TomTom or Garmin, my 

version is set-up to use TomTom as the default Satnav, you can 

change this setting to Garmin if you wish.  

 

To start a new route hit the New Route button (the leftmost 

button on the second row), this will bring up the route 

planning screen, this is just like using Google Maps, you can 

zoom in/out and pan around the screen as you do with Google 

Maps. 

To add a point for you route simple click at that point on the 

map, a pop-up will appear, select Add to Itinerary, a new pop -

up will appear as you can see in the screen shot below, I would 

recommend naming the way point something sensible.  

Continue 

adding 

waypoints 

until your 

route is 

complete, 

each time 

you add a 

way point 

it will 

appear in 

the list on 

the left 

hand side of the screen, you can change the order of the 

waypoints by simply clicking on a way point and dragging it up 

& down the list until its in the correct order.  
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Use the Calculate button to make sure that TYRE gives you 

stats on your route such as distance.  

Once you are finished entering all your waypoints its wise to 

save them, the save button is at the top left of the screen, you 

can give your route a name and also select which Satnav 

format to save the route as, if you are building a large route I 

would recommend saving it frequently, this limits any lost data 

in the event of any unexpected program crashes !  

You can close the route window down and return to main 

screen which is full of feature such as sending the route to 

your Satnav, email it and loading a previously saved route to 

name a few.  

I have only touched on the very basic functions of TYRE, there 

are loads of other features which you can explore, for example 

in the route planner screen you can save favourite locations, 

perform a search to find town/cities/places of interest, you 

can use StreetView/Satellite views from Google, just explore 

the menu options and be amazed.  

 

There are a few tips on using TYRE which I have found:- 

1. The route planning is Google not TomTom or Garmin, so 

when you load the route into your Satnav it may plan a 

different path between 2 way points, to avoid this place 

a waypoint after every junction on the road you wish to 

travel down when creating it in TYRE.  

2. Save frequently, its not the most stable piece of software  

3. Whilst panning around the screen it is every easy to 

accidental add a waypoint, keep an eye out for this !  

 

If you donõt like TYRE, there is another free alternative called 

ITN (nope, not the news channel !), you can get it from ( http://

www.benichou-software.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=4&Itemid=2&lang=en ), this works 

on a very similar principal but isnõt as polished as TYRE, 

however its great strength is that it supports almost every 

single Satnav format knows to man-kind, I use it to convert a 

route to Navigon iPhone format.  

 

TYRE and ITN are free pieces of software, if you do use either 

the authors would really appreciate a donation towards their 

costs, just having a web site to allow you to download it costs 

money, so please donate via their websites and the software 

will continue to be free.  

 

If you have any questions please drop me an email 

mike@prytherch.net  

http://www.benichou-software.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4&Itemid=2&lang=en
http://www.benichou-software.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4&Itemid=2&lang=en
http://www.benichou-software.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4&Itemid=2&lang=en
mailto:mike@prytherch.net?subject=HAB%20Newsletter%20-%20TYRE%20Article
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Rider QuizñHow good is your Highway Code Knowledge ?  

 
1.  Where can you find reflective amber studs on a motorway?  

2. When should you NOT use your horn in a built-up area?  

3. At which type of crossing are cyclists allowed to ride across with pedestrians?  

4. What words would you find in an upside down warning triangle?  

5. When may you reverse from a side-road into a main road?  

 

 

2012 Dates Details 

Mon 13th Feb Bilton Cricket Club ñ Indoor Meeting 

Speaker Graham Pemberton Air Ambulance Paramedic 

Mon 12th March Bilton Cricket Club ñ Indoor Meeting  ñ  AGM 

Speakers Dave Dobson & Paul Hendrick 

How to get yourself and your bike ready for the season  

Sun 18th March First Sunday ride-outé. More details to follow  

Mon 9th April  First evening ride -outé. More details to follow  

  

 We will have a full summer ride -out plan in a future Newsletter  

Answers 1) On the right-hand edge of the road, 2) Between 11.30 pm and 7 am, 3) Toucan crossing, 4) Give-way, 5) Never 
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